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1 Cannot but eſteem it a diſtinguiſhed = 
honor, that I am permitted to prefix x 
your name to the following Diſcourſe, 
preached in the pariſh of your ordi- 
nary reſidence, It has no farther 
claim to your Lordſhip's protection, 
than as an humble effort to promote 
that ſpirit of Loyalty and Subordina- 
tion to the Laws, which Religion ſo 
poſitively enjoins, and the Welfare of 
theſe Kingdoms at the preſent mo- 
ment ſo peculiarly demands. 

I am 


Eo) 

am well aware that your Lord- 
ſhip's character can receive little ad- 
dition from any teſtimony which it is 
in my power to beſtow. I cannot 
however refrain from ſaying, that 
the Criſis at which your Lordſhip 
was called to the Chief Magiſtracy 
in this Metropolis, is confeſſed by 
all who feel an intereſt in the pre- 
ſervation of Law and Property, to 
have been moſt difficult and alarming. 
It cannot but be acknowledged and 
recorded as a ſignal and kind diſpen- 
fation of Providence, that the atrocious 
and artful deſigns of our foreign and 
domeſtic enemies were met by your 
Lordſhip, with Talents and Intrepidity 
equal to the Dangers with which we 
were menaced, in the very HearT and 
CxnrER of our national wealth and 


ſtrength 


1 


ſtrength. It is with ſingular ſatis- 


faction that thoſe, who are concerned 


for the honor of the Magiſtracy of 
the firſt City of the World, will re- 
flect that your Lordſhip has not only 
been greatly inſtrumental in the Pre- 
ſervation of your Country, but that 
you have held forth a beneficial Ex- 
ample of Contempt of Danger, Manly 
Exertion, and calm, recollected Dig- 
nity, which cannot but be an object 
of imitation to thoſe who may here=- 


after ſucceed you in your high office. 


J haye the honor to remain, 
My Lord, 
With the higheſt reſpect, 


Your Lordſhip's faithful and obliged 


humble Servant, 


— 
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SERMON. 


2 EPISTLE ST. PETER, ch. 11. v. 17. 


LOVE THE BROTHERHOOD, FEAR GOD, 
HONOR THE KING. 


Ir 1s very certain, that the only foundation, 
of true benevolence, and all the long train 
of comforts connected with it, is to be found 
in the Goſpel. Man is there bound to man 
by real, genuine, and ſubſtantial obligation. 
Other principles of brotherly love, which 
have been propoſed by thoſe who never heard 
of Jeſus Chriſt, or having heard, nevertheleſs: 
have rejected him, are ſhadowy, vague, and 
ineffective. This would be abundantly evi- 
dent, if I were to lay before you the miſe- 
rable artifices, and poor plauſibilities, of 
thoſe, who under a pretence of promoting 
ſentiments of benevolence, have. only pan- 
dered 


HAS 


dered to thoſe wretched paſſions, and pro- 
moted that deplorable licentiouſneſs, which 
has in its operation carried diſcord, havock, 
and miſery among mankind. 2 


Of this tendency, above all others; are the writings of 
J. J Rouffeau. The miſchief done morality aud re'igion 
by this man are beyond all calculation. The paſſions in their 
worſt exceſſes are painted by him in the garb of virtue, and 
by this means the progreſs made in vice is moſt artfully ren- 
dered imperceptible to the unwary mind. Conſcience is 
ſubverted, and mock principle, a thoufand times worſe than 
none, is ſubſtituted in its place. The pureſt philanthropy is 
the profeſſion of this writer; but the real purpoſe and effect 
of his writings is to diffuſe a principle of ſentimental profli- 
gacy, and canting libertiniſm. And yet, notwithſtanding. 
the enervated languor of his ſtyle, and the meanneſs and poor- 
neſs of his artifices, his influence over the minds and habits 
of the age has been ſtupendous, Thoſe whoſe principles have 
been proof againſt the acuteneſs of Hobbes, the ſubtlety of 
Hume, the bombaſt of Gibbon, and the buffoonery of Vol- 
taire, have fallen before the effeminate and factitious tenders 
neſs of Rouſſeau. | 

Vuoictique dolis LacaiMmisQUE coacti 

Quos neque Tydides nec Lariſſæus Achilles, 

Non anni domuere decem non mille carinæ. 

- But the incomparable Edmund Burke, in his ſecond tract 
on the French Revolution, has indeed touched this writer 
with Ir RURIEI's SPEAR; from which neither the feeble, 
ſophĩſtical panegyrics of ſome of his defenders, nor the ſtatue 
erected to him by the French atheiſtical legiſlators, can pro- 


tect his memory, HE 
On 


{ 4 5 


On the contrary, the IxspIxX ED APosTLE? 


when he ſpeaks of brotherly love, lays it 
upon ſuch foundations as cannot be moved. 
He connects it with $oCIAL suBORDINA- 


ION and RELIGIOUS PRINCIPLE. © Love. 


THz BROTHERHOOD—What follows? EAR 
Gop,” „ HONOR THE KING.“ A connexion 
which the preſent poſture of affairs, and the 
artifices of wicked and deſigning men, render 
it the peculiar and moſt binding duty of 
every faithful Miniſter of Chriſt,* to bring 


* I cannot but with ſingular ſatisfaction refer my readers 
to the primitive, able, and convincing Diſcourſe of the Rev. 
J. Clayton, © On the Duty of Chriſtians to Magiſtrates.” 
Here indeed we ſee the operation of GN NE EvanGELt- 
cal PrinciPLEs without as well as within the Eſtabliſh- 
ment; principles aſſerted by no one with more firmneſs, de- 
fended with more ability, or enforced with a more pious, 


prevailing "eloquence, than by this diſtinguiſhed Miniſter of 


-the Goſpel. I hope that he will accept this teſtimony from 
one, who has not the honor of his perſonal acquaintance, but 
by whom his virtues and abilities are highly eſteemed. To 
ſuch Diſſenting Miniſters every true ſon of our moſt Apoſtoli- 
cal Church will ſay, in the language of a venerable Martyr, 


„„ Aowageres Dur N RyHTT Epvprower Ra Bean ”” Epift. Ignazit 
6d Trallianos. 
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to the ſerious conſideration of thoſe com- 
mitted to their charge. 

When the peace and order, nay the exiſt- 
ence of all legitimate government is menaced 
by Sedition, connected with and founded on 
Atheiſm; ſurely the Miniſters of Chriſt have 
a duty to perform to God and their Con- 
ſciences, their King and their Country. 
Great muſt be their condemnation, if, from 
profligate indifference, from ſenſual indolence, 
from fear of obloquy, of violence, or even 
death itſelf, they hun to declare to you the 
whole counſel of Gd 

That the voice of God in his revealed 
world is ſufficiently deciſive, both with re- 
gard to their duty and yours, I hope and 
truſt you will recollect that I abundantly 
proved in the diſcourſe which I felt it to be 
my duty to deliver to you ſoon after the iſ- 
ſuing of his Majeſty's gracious Proclamation. 
The unparelleled courſe of events which 
have ſince that period ariſen, the deſigns 
and opinions to which they have given 


birth, perſuades me that . beſt inte- 
reſts, 


6 


reſts, both in time and eternity, are if poſſible 
more concerned in the ſentiments you may 
adopt, and the meaſures you may follow, at 
the preſent moſt awful criſis, than even at the 
period when I laſt addreſſed you. I am ne- 
vertheleſs perſuaded, and the late public de- 
claration of your ſentiments gives me the 
comfortable aſſurance, that my taſk is rather 
to confirm the honeſt and the upright, than 
to confute the deluder, or to recal the de- 
luded. | 

To point out then to you the neceſfary 
connexion of the duties of LovinG THR 
BROTHERHOOD, FEARING Gop, and HONOR- 
ING THE KING, with an uſeful application 
to the preſent times, 1s the purpole of the 
following Diſcourſe. 

That all Chriſtians are bound, from the 
higheſt to the loweit, notwithſtanding any 
diſtinction of rank or property, To LovE AS 
BRETHREN, is moſt certain. BROTHERHOOD 
is a term conſtantly uſed throughout the 
whole New Teſtament as expreſſive of the 
connexion ſubſiſting between Chriſtians. 

Thus 


* 

Thus St. Paul to the Romans, Be kindly af- 
feftioned one toward another with BROTHERLY 
Love. And to the Theſſalonians, As touching 
BROTHERLY LOVE, ye need not that J write 
anto you, for ye yourſeFves are TAUGHT oF GOD 
| To Love ANOTHER. The tenor of the 
Scriptures is fo uniform, that it is uſeleſs to 
cite many particular texts to this purpoſe. 
But on what 1s this brotherly love founded? 
Let us CAREFULLY OBSERVE. It is founded 
on the following particulars. 

Tur we are all equally the offspring of 
Almighty God : As St. Paul quotes to the 
Athenians from one of their own poets 

« For we are alſo his offspring.” THAT we 
are all equally permitted by his unutterable 
condeſcenſion to call him © Our Father which 
art in Heaven,” Tha we are all, whatever 
may be our ſtation and condition, doomed to 
die, and to return again to our duſt. ThAr 
after death we are all, high and low, rich and 
poor, ſubject and magiſtrate, to and before the 
Judgement ſeat of Chriſt, to receive the things 
done in the body, whether they be good or whether 
Cs x | zhey 


( 7:3 

they be evil. Tnar we are all fellow tra- 
vellers and pilgrims through a world of af- 
fliction and a valley of tears to an eternal 
repoſe and reſt in Heaven. THAT the pre- 
cious blood of the Redeemer was equally 
ſhed for all, without favor .or partiality, 
(for in this reſpect God is truly no reſpecter 
of perſons). THAT this redemption, and 
the ſenſe of it, binds us to acts of un- 
ceaſing, perſevering, inflamed affection to the 
pooreſt, the meaneſt, and the loweſt of our 
brethren. . 

On Trese particulars is founded the 
true Chriſtian doctrine of Brotherhood; a 
doctrine productive of virtue, peace, order, 
benevolence, and comfort! Bur it becomes 
us moſt carefully to obſerve, that the very 

| ſame Goſpel which inculcates this kind and 

| ſtate of Brotherhood, rejects and condemns 
in the moſt pointed terms thoſe extravagant 
notions of Equality and Fraternity, which 
ſome men have attempted to diffuſe and 
propagate among the inferior ranks of men 
in theſe kingdoms, e | 
Reſpect 


TI 


Reſpect to the perſons of ſuperiors, raiſed 
either by the digaity of Rank, or inveſted 
with the powers of Magiſtracy, was one of 
the FIRST PRINCIPLES Which the Apoſtles 
taught their converts, and through them 
delivered down for the inſtruction of every 
ſucceeding age of the Church. Theſe holy 
men would have rejected with abomination 
the title of ArosTLEzs or LIBERTY, blaſ- 
phemouſly beſtowed on certain ſeditious prea- 
cheis of the preſent day. On the contrary, 
under the firm ſafeguard of Religion, pro- 
perty and perſonal ſecurity was placed. Left 
bim that flole, fleal no more; but rather let him 
labour, working with bis bands the thing which 
is good, that he may have to give to him that 
needeth. Farther, not only all fraud and 
violence with regard to property, but a con- 
ſcientious ſubmiſſion and reſpect due to our 
BRETHREN in the higher ranks, is moſt 
DISTINCTLY, moſt ABSOLUTELY, moſt RE- 
PEATEDLY enjoined. Render therefore (ſays 
St. Paul to the Romans) to all their due: 
tribute to whom tribute is due; cuſtom to uh 
| „ 


4 $23 
cuſtom ; fear to whom fear ; HONOR to * 
HONOR. 

Chriſtians, in addition to a conviction of 
the civil advantages ariſing from this ſpirit 
of ſubordination, are ſtrictly bound by po- 
ſitive religious precept and obligation. Sub- 
mit yourſelves to every ordinance of Man, for the 
Lord's ſake. A moſt remarkable and pointed 
inſtance of this ſubmiſſion we find in the 
example of the great Apoſtle: When the 
unjuſt and imperious High Prieſt had or- 
dered him to be ſmitten on the mouth, Paul, 
with emotion, ſaid, God ſinite thee, thou aubited 
wall. Bur, upon being admoniſhed, Ne- 
wileſt thou God's High Prieſt, St. Paul, with 
the high recollected dignity of an inſpired 
| Apoſtle, baniſhed all human paſſion ; and 
with an immediate correction of himſelf ſaid, 
e uiſt not, brethren, that he was the High 
Prieſt; for it is written, thou ſhalt not ſpeak 
evil of the Ruler of thy People.” 

Here let me appeal to your under 
and conſciences, how different sucn precepts 


and sven examples from thoſe wild and 
frantic 


( 10.) 


frantic doctrines of Modern Equality, cal- 
culated to level all ranks, to annihilate all 


property ! 

That doctrine of Equality, which is now 
by ſome made the foundation of all civil 
government, is not only miſchievous in its 
operations, but completely falſe in fact. At 
no time were men BoRN equal, at no time 
did they cox TIN uE equal. Even previous 
to the exiſtence of civil government, this 
inequality exiſted. It is aſſerted, and with 
the utmoſt truth, by the profoundeſt rea- 
foner and matureſt thinker * in Pagan anti- 


E. ga nvounruy yap ourmAaler* mace 7 en Gacinvira: vr 
u wpeobeure mw Arift. Politic. I. I. c. 1. 

This important poſition was aſſerted by Ariſtotle, who has 
developed the origin of civil ſociety, and traced it to its ele- 
mentary principles, with an ability and reach of thought, 
which in my poor opinion has never been attained to ſince 
by any ſubſequent writer on theſe ſubjects. Having had op- 
portunity of long and deep experience, from obſerving the 
practical effects of the different principles of civil govern- 
ment in the numerous free ſtates of Greece; he tried Theory 
by Fact, and became the moſt able EX ERIMENTAL Poli- 
tician either of ancient or modern times. Mr. Locke, on 
the contrary, in his Treatiſe of Government, is as ſcanty, 
defective, and confined in his references to hiſtorical fact, as the 
Greek Philoſopher was copious, accurate, and extenſive. 


quity, 


* 


quity, that man BRoUGHT not FqQuatiTY, . 


but SuBoRDINATION to political ſociety. 
The family diſtinctions of FarRHER and 
CniLD, HusBanD and Wire, MasTtr and 
SERVANT, exiſted BEFORE, and prepared the 


way for the civil relation of SusJecT and 


MacisTRATE. The ſame inequality which 
ſubſiſted in the origin, is eſſentially neceſ- 
ſary to the continuance of the political ma- 
chine. The inequality of property is the 
foundation of all honeſt induſtry and exer- 
tion; the protection of property once ac- 
quired is the only preventive of never 
ceaſing bloodſhed, violence, and confuſion. 
The commoneſt ſenſe muſt inform us, that 
the contrary doctrine is equally deſtructive 
of poor as well as rich. Deprive the Mer- 
chant of his opulence, and where can the 
numerous manufacturers and their families 
find that plentiful and comfortable mainte- 
nance, which lies open to honeſt induſtry in 


every commercial town in theſe kingdoms ? 


Take from the Landholder his eſtates, and 


| Where will the Farmer, and much more his 


c Labourers, 
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Labourers, ny for refuge? Where will be 
thoſe improvements and operations of agri- 
culture, which ſuppoſe and neceſſarily infer 
a much larger portion of landed property 
than can come to any man's ſhare upon an 
equal diviſion ? - 

But it may be aſked, do not theſe ine- 
qualities frequently bear hard upon the 
lower ranks of our brethren? Are not the 
means even of the ſcantieſt ſubſiſtence in ſome 
caſes inacceſſible to the induſtrious and la- 
bouring part ot the community? and is it not 
an unſpeakable addition to their calamities 
that thoſe, whoſe affections nature hath wound 
cloſeſt round their hearts, partake of them ? 
Theſe, alas! are the defects not ſo much of 
crvil government as of that imperfect ſtage of 
our exiſtence in which it hath pleaſed the 
P-ovidence of Almighty God to place us, 
Againſt theſe, no form of government, how- 
ever perfect, nor civil regulations, however 
well contrived, can provide. But Here 
(praiſed be God) we have no abiding city, but 
we ſeek for one which is to come, A Chriſtian's 


pet fect 


1 


perfect Citizenſbip * is properly in Heaven. 
There indeed (but there only) ſhall mer 
hunger no more, nor thirſt any more—there only 
ſhall there be no more curſe—there, and 


there only, ſhall God wipe away all tears 


from your eyes—there only Hall there be 0 
more death, nor ſorrow, nor crying; for the 
fermer things ſball have paſſed away. But in 
a itate when SIN entered into the world, and 
Draru by Sin, a Chriſtian, with the en- 
larged, views which the Goſpel alone can 
give him, will not, cannot expect a perfect 
ſyitem of civil polity here on earth. 

Undoubtedly every protection which can 


be afforded to the lower ranks of our bre- 


thren, every preventive of their dittrels, every 
alleviation of the calamities which may 
actually overtake them, ought to be, and 
will be an object of primary importance with 
every Chriſtian community. 


„ 


* Philippians, c. iii. v. 20. The word waurue is weakly 
and erroneouſly tranſlated in the common verſion Conver/a::0n 
by which the nobleneſs and aptneſs of the metaphor are to- 
tally loſt. 5 


But 


Ct 134 


But after all miſery MusT and wiIIL re- 
main, which can be effectually leſſened and 
alleviated, not by viſionary ſchemes of civil 
equalization, and of unattainable perfection, 
but by a diffuſion and cultivation of thoſe 
Evangelical principles and habits, which it 
is the direct end of the modern friends of 
the people to ridicule, decry, and to ſubvert. 
Diminiſh or deſtroy the principies of gen- 
uine Chriſtianity, and I will venture boldly 
to aſſert, that in the ſame degree you will 
diminiſh the reſources of conſolation to the 
Poor, and the motives to benevolence in the 
rich. It is not the doctrine of the RiGuTs 
or Man, or abſolute EquartiTy, but it is 
the PRECEPTs Or THE GosPEL, it is the 
GRACE or Gop, carrying thoſe precepts into 
application and energy in the breaſts of men, 
that can animate the Samaritan to bind 
up the wounds of his neighbour ; that can 
arreſt the luxurious, the diſſipated, and ſen- 
ſual; and that can conſtrain them with peni- 
tential tears and ſoftened hearts to penetrate 
the receſſes of miſery, to enter the poor 

| man's 


4 


6 
man's hut, and to adminiſter comfort and 


relief to the drearineſs and deſolation of 
ſinking humanity, under this irreſiſtible con- 


viction, © That in as much as they have done 


zt to the leaſt of their brethren, they have done 
it unto Chrijt.”* It is from the influence of 
ſuch habits and ſuch doctrines, and not from 


the leſſons of faction and civil diſorder, that 


the poor can hope for ſubſtantial alleviation 


and help. How little the lower ranks have 
gained from the continued convulſions in 
France, is evident from the moſt authentic 


accounts daily brought us of the unpitied 


famine, nakedneſs, and diſtreſs which is the 


lot of the induſtrious poor in that devoted 


e f 
Still Less has been gained by the lower 


ranks of men in thoſe miſerable countries, 
into which the French armies have pene- 


Here, indeed, is the true principle of Joue and brotherhood 
which lighted up the holy flame of charity and fervor of elo- 
quence among the primitive Chriſtians. ** Harry p en £0pe 
81 XUfIu, TE en, 64TE v 6:TE d ert Gar Sies. Kas wc 
t Pn Wavrwy 4e e 0U T& Tara KIS TOL. Ka. oi £940 anna 
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trated. 
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trated. LIBERTY, EqQuailiTY, BROTHER= 
Hoop, was their profeſſion; TyRanvy, 
PLunDtR, and MassacRe, their practice. 
Under a pretext of delivering the deluded 
people from the oppreſſion of the nobles and 
the rich, theſe invaders have ſeized all the 
-corn, and all the currency of theſe nations, 
and ſtopped even the clamour of hunger by 
the point of the bayonet. Their wives and 
daughters have been ſubject to the barbarous 
luſt of ſtrangers ; and all who had the crime 
of poſſeſſing property, are condemned to exile, 
arbitrary impriſonment, and death itſelf, 
Like the Romans of old, where theſe plun- 
derers and tyrants bring famine, the ſword, 
and deſtruction, they inſult the unhappy 
victims of their cruelty, by calling this deſo- 


lation a ſtate of Liberty. 
Wretched . 


„ Altho' I am unwilling to degrade the memory of the 
Roman people, by a compariſon with the French, except in 
rapine and tyranny, yet I cannot help obſerving, how exactly 
the reſemblance is in theſe circumſtances as deſcribed by Ta- 
citus. I have therefore cited the paſſage at full length. 


Nos terrarum ac libertatis extremos, receſſus ipſe ac ſinus 
famæ 


( 77 ) 

Wretched, indeed, thoſe nations upon whom 
God, who diſpenſeth ſorrow in his anger, has 
ſent this dreadful ſcourge! Unutterable the 


guilt of thoſe men who, from diſtreſs of 
circumſtances, political enmity, or that 


MOST PROFLIGATE OF ALL PASSIONS, . THE 


SPLEEN OF DISAPPOINTED AMBITION, would 
league with ſuch invaders for the ſubverſion 
of this happy government, or would at leaſt 
miſrepreſent the deſigns and counteract the 
effect of thoſe meaſures which are abſolutely 


famæ in hunc diem defendit. Nunc terminus Britanniæ patet, 
atque omne ignotum, pro magifico eff. Sed nulla jam ultra 
gens, nihil niſi fluctus: Et interiores Romani, quorum ſuper- 
biam fruſtra per oblequium & modeſtiam effugeris, raptores 
orbis, poſtquam cuncta vaſtantibus defuere terræ, & mare 
ſcrurantur : Si locuples hoſtis eſt, avari : ſi pauper, ambitioſi: 
quos non oriens, non occidens ſatiaverit: Soli omnium opes 
atque inopiam pari affectu concupiſcunt, auſerre, trucidare, 
rapere falſis nominious imperium, atque ubi ſolitudinem fa- 
ciunt, pacem appellant. Liberos cuique ac propinquos ſuos 
natura cariſſimos eſſe voluit ; hi per delectus alibi ſervituri 
auferuntur. Conjuges ſororeſque, etſi boſtilem libidinem ef- 
fugiant, nomine amicorum atque hoſpitum poluuntur. Bona 
fortun⸗ ſque in tributum egerunt; in annonam frumentum 
Tacitus de Vita Agricol cx. | | 4 
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neceſſary 
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neceſſary to ward off ſuch accumulated cala- 
mity from thefe kingdoms! Let it be well 
remembered, the very EXISTENCE of what is 
now called Government in France, depends 
the furtherance of bloodſhed and diſcord 
over the whole face of Europe. Theſe men 
dre formidable, not by their external efforts, 
but by their connexion with the factious 
and ſeditious among thoſe nations who are 
the object of their enmity. Think well, my 
brethren, on the HA conſequences of 

ſuch fraternity C 
Be convinced of the folly of ſacrificing 
every political and every commercial blefling, 
which God has ſo richly ſhowered down 
upon you, to ſuch poor, ſuch - palpable, 
ſuch deſtructive deluſions, as are now diſ- 
ſeminated. Reflect that the French, not- 
withſtanding their vain and boaſting exulta- 
tion, are ſuffering a puniſhment, if poſlible, 
equal to their crimes : In their Metropolis, 
that center of Maſſacre, Atheiſm, and Anar- 
chy, each recent event ſurpaſſing in horror 
all that have preceded, ſpeaks loudly and 
awfully 


(-9 
awfully, * that except the tribulation of theſe 
days ſhall be ſhortened, no fleſh can be ſaved.” 

But this leads me to a conſideration of 
the ſecond precept contained in my text, 
namely, the FEAR or Gop. 

To a virtuous Heathen philoſopher and 
hiſtorian it appeared perfectly INCREDIBLE, 
that a nation could exiſt in any ſtage of ſo- 
ciety, rude or civilized, without a ſenſe of 
religion and the ſuperintending Providence 
of Almighty God. Such a ſtate he denied to 
be within the experience of the records of 
mankind. It is eaſier to conceive, (ſays this 
grave and mature obſerver*) that a building 
can ſtand without foundation, than that a 
political ſociety can receive coherence and 
durability, if a conviction of the exiſtence of 
God is once removed.” This great truth 
broke even thro' the gloom of Pagan ſuper- 
ſtition, and the glimmering, faint light of 
what is commonly called Natural Religion. 
But if ſuch a circumſtance appeared uxx Aa- 


* Plutarchus es Coletem, T he whole poſes is well 
worth 42 Be to. 
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TURAL and incredible to an Heathen, with 
what feelings of horror and awe muſt we hear 
of thoſe who, in full poſſeſſion of the revealed 
will of God, notwithſtanding have proceeded 
in regular and deliberate order from one gra- 
dation of impiety to another ; of thoſe who, 
after erecting ſtatues, and decreeing funeral 
honors to the avowed authors of blaſphemy 
and obſcenity, have crowned the whole, by 
receiving, with unbounded applauſe, in the 
very boſom of the legiſlature, a propoſal to 
make Atheiſm a part and principle of the 
public education of youth ! Sed 
But I will not farther dwell upon a fact 
fo ſhocking and revolting to every virtuous 
mind, than juſt to obſerve, that they have 
left this moſt momentous truth to ſucceeding 
generations: That where the fear of God 
is baniſhed, the love of man ſoon follows; 
and that the ſame moment which withdraws 
man from his allegiance to his Creator, turns 
him out a beaſt of prey, ſeeking whom he 
- may devour.” Then the licentious and de- 


praved paſſions ſpurn and overwhelm every 
boundary 
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boundary which reaſon, humanity, and pity 
can oppoſe. Then 1t 1s that the principle 
of moral vitality is loſt, and man becomes 
in every thing but the commiſſion of ſin, 
and the perception of miſery, a dead and 
putrifying carcaſs! When at the creation 
of the world order and harmony aroſe, © the 
Spirit of God moved on the face of the waters.” 
To him ALoxE is owing the ſame order and 
harmony in the civil concerns of men. 
Hie cpeneth his hand, we are filled with good; 
be hideth his face, we are troubled; be taketh 
away our breath, (and in a ſocial as well as a 
natural and religious view) we die, and return 
again to our duſt. It is therefore no matter 
of ſurprize to a Chriſtian, that after this infa- 
tuated people had diſcarded all regard to the 
providence of Almighty God, that the dagger - 
of the aſſaſſin was armed, not only againſt all 
virtuous and honeſt men, but alſo in a 
manner which it is impoſſible for language 
to aggravate, againſt the unprotected ſtate of 
women, venerable age, and the innocence of 
childhood! From a participation of ſuch - A 
555 1 crimes 
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crimes and ſuch calamities may the fear of 
God protect us! May this truth remain as 
a principle indelibly engraven in the heart 
and affections of every Engliſhman—*< Verily 
there is a Ged which rewardeth the righteous ; 
doubtleſs there is a God who judgeth the earth.” 

But before I finiſh this head of my Diſ- 
courſe, I requeſt that I may be permitted to 
make one ſhort, but very important obſer- 
vation, which it is my earneſt with to leave 
deeply impreſſed upon you, as of great uſe 
in the regulation of your private conduct, 
and in the judgement you may form of the 
characters of public men at this awful pe- 
riod. That with Atheiſm, all its horrors, 
and all its crimes, private and public, I know | 
of no habit which ſo intimately coaleſces, 
and 1s fo conſtantly joined, as that 'of the 
practice of Gamins. 

The gameſter, from ſtaking every intereſt 
upon chance, and upon thoſe movements 
which appear to ariſe from chance, ſoon 
loſes every idea of the ſuperintending provi- 
dence of Almighty God in the government 


of 


( 


of the world. Habituated to be the cauſe 
of miſery, and to witneſs all the horrors of 
deſpair, to ſend home ruined parents to their 
helpleſs offspring, ruined children to their 
comfortleſs parents, the diſtracted huſband 
to his undone, beggared wife, or to drive the 
hand of deſpair and agony to that laſt fatal 
act, for which no place for repentance is to 
be found—can the gameſter have one ſingle 
trace of humanity and compaſſion left? Can 
they who by ſtanding at the head of ſuch a 
train of iniquity can they who have deli- 

berately ſpread the contagion of ſuch guilt 
and miſery among the higheſt ranks of this 
kingdom, blaſting every hope that the coun- 
try might entertain from the virtue and in- 
dependence of the riſing generation—can 
they who are baſe and hardened enough to 
live avowedly and contentedly by the fruits 
of ſuch corruption and ſuch pillage—can 
ſuch men pretend to one ſingle ſpark of pux- 
' LIC VIRTUE ? This ſurely is the moſt ſhame- 


leſs plea that was ever offered in the face of 
| the 
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the ſun. And yet theſe are the men, Atheiſts 
in creed, and Gameſters * in practice, who are 

now pretending to bring civil ſociety and 
the principles of government to a greater 
degree of purity and perfection than they 
ever yet reached. Theſe are the men who 
are obliquely diſſeminating ſuch principles, 
and baſely ſuggeſting ſuch inſinuations, as 
are certainly calculated in their effects (whe- 
ther deſigned or not) to lay the liberties, 
laws, and property of this country proſtrate 
at the feet of a vindictive foreign foe, bring- 
ing defolation, deſtruction, famine, and the ſword. 
But I have reaſon to be well aſſured, that 
pretences to ſuperior patriotiſm made by 
ATHE1sTs and GAMESTERS the good ſenſe 
and diſcernment of this honeſt and Chriſtian 
audience before whom I ſpeak, will reject 
with ſcorn and abhorrence ! 


Of this deſcription were the CaTILINIANX ReForMERs | 
in antient Rome. In illis gregibus, omnes ALEATORES, 
omnes adulteri, omnes impuri, impudicique verſantur. Cic. 
in Catal. Orat. 2. 
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Laſtly, by the joint reſult and effect of the 
two principles of the Love or THE BRo- 
THERHOOD, and the FEAR or Gop, will be 


cheriſhed and cultivated the indiſpenſable 
duty of honoring the ſacred ' Perſon and 


Office of the Monarch, in our free and 


excellent Conſtitution. 


BRETHREN ! our an were 3 


men in their generation of great wiſdom, 
piety, and virtue. They were diſtinguiſhed 
among all the nations of the earth for an 


hatred of oppreſſion, and for an unſhaken love 


of ſober and rational liberty. BrxETHREN! 
they underſtood and poſſeſſed liberty, both civil 


and religious, while that conceited and un- 
principled people, which modern reformers 


Hold up as your guide and maſters in civil 
polity, lay under the bonds of the moſt abject 
{lavery, and in the utter darkneſs of Romiſh 
ſaperſtition. BRETRHRENI this liberty our 
| forefathers, who had full and convincing ex- 
perience of the tyrannical anarchy of a Re- 


publican government, wiſely ſecured, by con- 


tinuing and Perpetnating the power and 
office 
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office of a revered, though limited Monarch ; 
they wiſely tempered the exceſſes by which 
liberty hath in all other countries deſtroyed 
itſelf, by the wiſdom and prudence of an an- 
tient, venerable, and hereditary Ariſtocracy. 
Under this government, notwithſtanding 
every ſlight deſect neceſſarily incident to 
every fabric of human conſtruction, the 
| proſperity and happineſs of this nation has 
been for the courſe of a century unparalleled 
in the records of mankind. - 
The defects of this noble ſyſtem muſt bear 
a ſmall proportion indeed to its excellencies, 
when they have not prevented this favoured 
iſland from becoming the central point where 
nearly the whole of the wealth, commerce, ſe- 
curity, and true liberty, which exiſts through- 
out the world, have met. Let it not be forgot, 
that to theſe kingdoms the French Exiles fled 
for ſhelter from Regal oppreſſion and Papal 
perſecution, on the revocation of the edict 


of Nantz, at the cloſe of the laſt century. | 
At the cloſe of this, equal protection is af- 
forded to thoſe of the ſame nation, whom a 


vin- 


A 
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vindictive, furious populace, the organ of 
relentleſs demagogues, has driven to ſeek a 
ſimilar refuge on theſe hoſpitable ſhores ! 
Here, as far as the imperfect condition of 
humanity will permit, (and may it be ſo till 
time ſhall be no more!) here the wicked ceaſe 
from troubling, here the weary are at reſt? 
Here mild and equal laws render the cottage 
of the labourer as ſecure as the palace of the 
noble. Here juſtice is diſpenſed in a pure 
and unpolluted ſtream. And ſhall all theſe 
ineſtimable bleſſings, all theſe precious pri- 
vileges, be endangered by ſchemes of viſi- 


onary reform, projected by thoſe whoſe ſole 


refuge from the ruin in which their vices 
and debauchery have involved them, lies not 
in the reform, but in the ſabverſion of the 
Conſtitution? Reform is in truth a ſpecious 
word ; but I truſt every honeſt man, before 
he gives encouragement to ſuch projectors, 
will reflect how much may be loſt, and how 
little can be gained, by ſuch innovation. 
Bur if this reform, (be it of what nature it 
may) extends to the weakening the power 
and influence of the Monarch, directly or 
indirectly, will not all the advantages which 
N * ariſe 
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ariſe from the Nice tqQuieoise of our ad- 
mirable Conſtitution be endangered with 
them? At leaſt, before we truit the reform 
of the ſtate with any projectors, we have a 
right to expect that they ſhquld have ex- 
tended their zeal for reformation to their 
own morals and habits. | 
Surely then all thoſe who Love TE Bro- 
THERHOOD and FEAR Gop, will feel how 
much it is their intereſt as Citizens, and 
duty as Chriſtians, to noxnor THE KING. I 
am farther perſuaded that all honeſt men are 
fully convinced, that in addition to the va- 
lue of a limited Monarchy, abſtractedly con- 
fidered, the Perſonal Virtues of our gracious 
Sovereign moſt powerfully claim the united 
attachment and duty of his ſubjets. His 
mild and merciful diſpoſition, his warm and 
paternal love of his people, and above all 
his exemplary piety and holineſs in the 
midſt of an apoſtate and adulterous genera- 
tion, have ſcarcely ever been equalled, and 
never exceeded, by the moſt virtuous of his 
predeceſſors on the throne of theſe kingdoms. 
It is againſt ſuch a Monarch, and againſt 
_ a Government, that a ſcheme of the 
blackeſt 
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blackeſt _ moſt extended treachery had 
certainly been laid. A deciſive blow was 
nearly ſtruck againſt our liberty, proſperity, 
and national exiſtence! But thanks to Al- 
mighty God, the timely and judicious mea- 
ſures of his Majeſty's Miniſters, the united 
ſpirit of loyal Aſſociation, aſliſted by the un- 
ſhaken courage, warm patriotiſm, and ſupe- 
rior addreſs of the Chief Magiſtrate of this 
Metropolis, have for the preſent checked and 
defeated the deſigns of our foreign and do- 
meſtic enemies. To the manly exertions of 
this laſt mentioned diſtinguiſhed perſon it is 
greatly owing that your property is ſafe 
from plunder, the-honor of your wives and 
daughters from brutal inſolence, and your 
lives from the daggers of foreign aſſaſſins. 
It is a mean recompence to ſuch merit, that 
it will certainly deſcend to poſterity. Far 
more important to this excellent Magiſtrate 
I am perſuaded is the warm gratitude 'of 
every honeſt citizen, the ſilent, ſtrong teſti- 
mony of conſcience, and the hope of thoſe 
rewards, endleſs in duration and unſpeakable 
in n which the Almighty has ſtored in 

Heaven 
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Heaven for the bencfactors of mankind in 
their generation here on earth ! 


It remains then only for me to exhort you as 
ENGLISH NEN, reſolved to preſerve your liber- 


ty and property from domeſtic treachery and 


plunder, and your national independence from 
foreign inſult and attack—as Fa rHRRS and 
HusBanDs, bound to protect your deareſt rela- 
tives from miſery and ruin—as CHRISTIANS, 
acknowledging the providence and adoring 
the majeſty of Almighty God—to cheriſh and 
diffuſe a love and veneration for the Laws, the 
Conſtitution, the Religion of this land; and 
to requeſt you to join me in hearty, fervent 
prayer, that if in mazffy vindication of the 
quit rights of his allies, and the DEAREST 1N- 
TERESTS of his ſubjects, our gracious Mo- 
narch ſhould be engaged in a neceſſary conteſt 
with our antient and bitter foes, that the 
Omnipotent Protector of all who call on his 
name, may go forth as in former ages with 
our flects and armies ; and that the ſpeedy iſ- 
ſue of this conteſt may be, that peace, order, 
piety, and good government, may not only 
be perpetuated in theſe kingdoms, but become 
univerſal over the face of the earth | 


THE END. 
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